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¥ YERovortvs tells us, that Amafis King of Egypt eftablifhed a law, command- 

ing, that every Egyptian fhould annually declare, before the Governor of 
the province, by what means he maintained himfelf; which if he omitted to do, 
or if, on fuch examination, he gave not a fatisfactory account of his way of living, 
he fhould be punithed with death. 


Happening to meet with this paffage one night lately, it fuggefted fome ideas 
as to the wifdom of fuch an inftitution, and I amufed myfelf for half an hour be- 
fore I went to bed with reflecting on the effects it might have, if introduced into 
this ifland. Thefe thoughts recurred in my fleep, and produced a Dream, of 
which I fhall endeavour to give fome account, after premifing, that when I a- 
waked in the morning, it was fome time before I could with certainty determine 
whether my imagination had tranfported me to Egypt, or if the objects it had 
prefented to my view in my {leep were the confequence of the promulgation of a 
fimilar law in our own country. 


Upon the appointed day, I fancied that I accompanied the whole inhabitants of 
the Province to the palace of the Governor. On our arrival we were fhown into 
a Hall of vaft extent, at one end of which, on fomething like a Throne, fat the 
Governor, furrounded by clerks, whofe bufinefs it was to take down the account 
which every perfon in his turn fhould give. Silence being proclaimed, we were 
directed to approach the Throne one by one, in a certain order, to give an ac- 
count of our way of /ivng, and to fay by what means each of us maintained him- 
felf. This fummons appeared the more awful, for this reafon, that the law of 
Amafis, like many other good inftitutions, had been allowed to go into difufe ; 
and, after being neglected for ages, was now revived on account of fome recent 
enormities, which called forth the attention of Government. Il fancied too, that 
the law was {fo far altered, that, inftead of death in all cafes, the Governor was au- 
thorifed to inflict fuch punifhment upon delinquents as their offences fhould feem 
to merit, 


The firft whofe lot it was to anfwer the awful queflion, was a handfome young 
man clothed in a garment of bright fcarlet embroidered with gold. He approached 
the Throne with an aflured countenance, and with a look of {felf-approbation in- 
formed the Governcr, that he lived by the moft honourable of all profetlions; that 
his fole bufinefs was to kill and deitroy his own {pecies, to butcher men who had 
mever injured him, whom perhaps he had never feen before, or for whom he en- 
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tertained the higheft efteem and regard, For doing this, faid he, my country 
gives me a daily allowance, on which | live with eafe and comfort. 


At this account, I obferved a momentary bluth to crofs the face of the Gover- 
nor. He difmifled the young man with a look in which I could difcern marks 
of diffatisfaction, not with the individual before his eyes, but with thofe abfurd 
and unjuft meafures of government which were fuppofed to make fuch in{titutions 
neceflary, 


The officer was fucceeded by a young man ftill more gaily dreffed. As he ap- 
proached the Throne, | could perceive in his countenance marks of anxiety and 
apprehenfion, which he feemed defirous to conceal by an appearance of e:fe and 
indifference. When the ufual quettions were put to him, he hefitated for fome 
time; but at length was obliged to declare, that he was the fon of an honeft and 
induitrious tradefinan; that, defpifing the occupation of his father, he left his 
houfe, and removed to Memphis, where, by the {plendour of his appearance, he 
contrived to get into the fociety of perfons of high diftinction; and that he fup- 
ported the expence of this mode of life, by playing with thole perfons for large 
fums of money at games, in which, by much labour and conttant attention, he 
had attained a fuperior degree of excellence. The Governor having heard him to 
an end, fentenced the unfortunate youth to be fent back to the houfe of his fa- 
ther, to affift him in his labour. The father, who was prefent in the Hall. at the 
fame time received orders to keep his fon in clofe confinement, till he had acqui- 
red a habit of application, and a fufficient degree of ikill in the bufinefs to which 
he was now to apply himielf. 


He was followed by a perfon not unlike him in manner and appearance, though 
fomewhat more advanced in years. ‘The account this perfon gave of himfelf was 
nearly in thefe words: ‘‘ | was born to an independent fortune, to which I fucceed- 
* ed at the age of eighteen by the death of my father. From that moment my fole 
** object was the enjoyment of my fortune, of which 1 thought [ fhould never be 
“ able to fee an end. I joined in every party of pleafure, and indulged in every 
* fpecies of expenfive diflipation, At the end of feven years | found my fortune 
“ gone, and the only comfort that remained for me was, that | had fpent it in a 
“ manner fuitable to my rank, and in the fociety of the firft and nobleft perfons 
‘‘ in Egypt. Happily for me, thofe great perfons conceived that it would be un- 
“ becoming to expofe one who had paffed fo many hours in their company, to 
“ poverty and want; at the fame time they juftly confidered, that it might de- 
* srade a perfon who could boatt of once having been their equal and companion, 
“ to fubfilt on the bounty of private individuals, They therefore humbly be- 

fought our mighty Sovereign, to beftow upon me an office at once honourable 

and lucrative. ‘To this requeft he was pleafed to lend a favourable ear. The 

emoluments of my office are confiderable ; but I am obliged to give a portion of 

them to a creature who performs the duties of it, and upon the remainder | can 
“ fill afford to live in luxury not much inferior to that of my former opulence.” 
Upon hearing this account, the Governor enquired into the character of the deputy, 
and finding he was a worthy and refpectable citizen, who had long done the bufinefs 
of a laborious and an important office, for the finall pittance allowed him by the 
gentleman before him, he pronounced a fentence which to me appeared highly 
equitable, He ordered, that the deputy {hould in future draw the whole emolu- 
ments, paying only to the principal the fame allowance which formerly the deputy 
had received, 
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The next perfon who approached the Throne, addreffed the Governor with an 
unembarraffed and a fteady countenance, in the following words. ‘* By fome for- 
“* tunate circumflances,” faid he, ‘* I was early in life introduced into the fociety 
“ of many perfons of the firft diftin@tion, At their tables I acquired a tafte for 
good living, which I came to confider as the firft of all enjoyments; but poflef- 
fing no fortune, this paflion might have proved a curfe inftead of a blefling, had 
I not happily difcovered a method of gratifying it, at once ealy and agreeable. 
By my intercourfe with the great, I foon difcovered that it was in my power to 
give, in return for the dainties of their table, fomething which to them was more 
precious, while it coft me nothing. At the board of Sethos, | harangue in praite of 
learning and learned men, well knowing that, amidit all his opulence and fplen- 
dour, the chief ambition of Sethos is to be confidered as a man of letters. At the 
elegant repatts of O/oreth, 1 join him in declaiming againtt the luxury of modern 
times; while each of us, with equal folicitude, looks around for fone new deli- 
cacy to provoke a fatiated appetite, At the houfe of the rich Su/ennes, whofe 
vanity lies in the fplendour of his entertainments, and in the excellence of his 
table, 1 openly praife every difh that is ferved up, and tell Sufennes, that his 
wine of Perfia is the fineft in the world, and that his gardens produce fruits of 
unrivalled excellence. In this vocation or calling of mine, as it may be termed, 
there is one circumftance which, it mutt be contefled, is fometimes a little un- 
pleafant. When at the table of one great friend I happen to deliver fentiments 
and opinions diametrically oppolite to thofe | had fupported the day before at 
another place, a pert vifitor may be fo rude as to remark this fudden change, or 
by a broad grin to fhow that it has not pafled unobferved. But neverthelefs,” 
continued he, ‘* | contrive to live happily, and to enjoy all the advantages of a 
“ oreat fortune, without the trouble and embarraflinent of it.’——“ Live then,” 
faid the Governor, with a look of ineffable contempt, “ if you can fubmit to live 
* on fuch terms.” 
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Upon the removal of this gentleman there appeared a tall, thin, meagre figure, 
which ftalked up with wonderful dignity to the prefence of the Governor, and 
thus addrefied him: “I am,” faid he, “the reprefentative of the: nobleft and 
** moft ancient family in Egypt. My forefathers were the companions of the 
victories of Sefoftris, It is true, that owing to the princely generofity of my 
ereat anceftors, 1 am at prefent obliged to honour fome wealthy inhabitants 
of this province, fo far as to receive from them the means of fubfiftence. Em- 
boldened, perhaps, by this circumftance, one of thote perfons lately prefumed 
to afk my daughter in marriage, telling me, that thei> hearts had long been u- 
** nited by every tie of the mott tender affection. But 1 drove the vile plebeian 
** from my prefence; and, had | not been prevented, would have facrificed him to 
my juft indignation.” 
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At the clofe of this narrative the Governor hefitated for a moment, and then 
ordered the guards to conduét this noble perfonage to the hofpital fet apart for the 
reception of lunatics. 


A gentleman whofe train and whofe appearance befpoke his confequence, now 
approached the Throne, with a look and manner polifhed at the fame time and af- 
fured. “ I prefume,” faid he to the Governor, “ You are not unacquainted with 
* the name of Zorves. In that council which the wifdom of our Sovereign has 
e{tablifhed for the government of his Ethiopian dominions, I hold a diftinguifh- 
ed place; a fituation which I owe to my own talents, having ncither the influ- 
ence of hereditary wealth, nor the pride of illuftrious anceftry, to fupport me. 
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“ But in the College of the Priefts at Memphis I was early taught qualities by 
** which to compenfate the want of thofe advantages; penetration to difcover the 
** weaknefles, and pliancy to conciliate the affections of men. In that feminary, 
** likewife, I acquired a power of eloquence to lead the paflions, a fubtlety of ar- 
“ gument to confound the judgement. Endowed with fuch accomplifhments, I 
** obtained a feat in that council, which by the fuperiority of my talents I have 
** fince been enabled to guide, Amidft the divifions with which that council has 
** been agitated, amidft the factions with which our province has been torn, the 
** art of Zoroes has drawn from thofe divifions and thofe factions, his power and 
** his emoluments: he has wielded to his purpofes the furious zeal of the mul- 
** titude, and the jarring interefts of their leaders; and has rifen, by his com- 
** mand over the fluctuating opinions of mankind, to rank, to office, and to 
* wealth.’——The Governor looked fternly at him, and his face reddened with 
indignation: “ I am not indeed,” faid he, “a ftranger to the name of Zoroes; I 
** have heard of fuch a man, who lives on the mifchiefs of faction, who foments 
** divifions, that he may increafe his own confequence, and creates parties, that 
** he may guide them in the blindnefs of their courfe; who fows public conten- 
*€ tion, that he may reap private advantage; and thrives amidft the ftorms that 
“* wreck the peace of his country.” He gave the fignal to the guards, who hurried 
Zoroes to his fate. His punifhment was cruel, but fomewhat analogous to his cha- 
racter and his crimes. He was expofed in an ifland of the Nile, to the crocodiles 


that inhabit it. 


After witnefling this difagreeable exercife of juftice, it was with pleafure I beheld a 
beautiful female, dreffed with equal elegance and {plendour, tripping towards the 
Throne, and feemingly pleafed with the admiration of the furrounding multitude, 
In a {weet accent, though with a manner rather infantine, fhe informed the Governor, 
that fome months ago the had married a man of fourfcore, who had nothing to re= 
commend him but his immenfe wealth, of which fhe previoufly ftipulated, that fhe 
fhould have the abfolute difpofal. ‘‘ You fee,” faid fhe, “ the ufe | make of it. 
“* Thefe jewels are efteemed the fineft in the province; and I hope foon to poflefs 
‘* 4 fet ftill more precious.” The Governor, without hearing more of her prattle, 
pronounced a fentence which I confefs | thought fomewhat fevere. He ordered her 
to be ftript of all her coftly ornaments, and to be fent home in a plain garment to 
the houfe of her hufband, with inftructions, that during the remainder of his days 
fhe {fhould be conftrained to live conftantly with him, and permitted to fee no other 


company whatever. 


While I was commiferating the hard fate of this fair unfortunate, the crier pro- 
nounced my own name, ina deep and hollow tone of voice. ‘This alarmed me fo 
much, that I awaked in no {mall coniternation, and was very well pleafed to find 
myfelf quietly in my own bed in the Good Town of Edinburgh, Of all men li- 
ving, a Lounger mutt ever be the moft puzzled to give an account of his life, con- 
verfation, and mode of living; and therefore, however wife the law of Amatis may 
be, I fairly own that I was happy to find I was not fubject to it, 
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